To:  Cooper,  William[Cooper. William@epa.gov];  Wardeli, 

Christopher[Wardell. Christopher@epa.gov];  Peterson,  Cynthia[Peterson.Cynthia@epa.gov];  Faulk, 
Libby[Faulk. Libby@epa.gov];  Guerra,  Jasmin[Guerra.Jasmin@epa.gov];  Chergo, 

Jennifer[Chergo. Jennifer@epa.gov];  Lane,  Jennifer[Lane. Jennifer@epa.gov];  Thames, 
Sher[Thames.  Sher@epa.gov] 

Cc:  Russo,  Rebecca[Russo. Rebecca@epa.gov] 

From:  Thames,  Sher 

Sent:  Wed  8/12/2015  7:09:34  PM 

Subject:  oops  2nd  part  of  Gina  McCarthy 

ie  Latest:  Fish  Sent  for  Testing  After 
Colorado  Mine  Spill 


DURANGO,  Colo.  — Aug  12,  2015,  2:41  PM  ET 
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The  ERA  has  said  the  flows  are  moving  too  fast  for  the  contaminants  to  pose  an  immediate 
health  threat  and  that  the  heavy  metals  will  likely  be  diluted  over  time  so  they  don't  pose  a 
longer-term  threat. 

However,  local  and  tribal  officials  are  concerned  about  river  sediment  being  contaminated  and 
the  potential  long-term  effects. 


7:35  a.m. 

The  head  of  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  plans  to  visit  Colorado  and  New  Mexico 
sometime  Wednesday  to  see  the  impact  of  a 3 million  gallon  mine  waste  spill  triggered  during 
an  agency-led  cleanup. 

EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy  says  the  spill  that  turned  part  of  the  Animas  River  in  Colorado 
a shade  of  mustardy  yellow  last  week  "pains  me  to  no  end"  and  her  department  takes  full 
responsibility. 

The  pollution  washed  down  the  river  and  is  believed  to  have  passed  into  Utah  but  it's  difficult  to 
detect  because  it  has  been  diluted  and  no  longer  has  the  bright  color. 

The  EPA  has  said  the  current  flows  are  too  fast  for  the  contaminants  to  pose  an  immediate 
health  threat,  and  that  the  heavy  metals  will  likely  be  diluted  over  time  so  they  don't  pose  a 
longer-term  threat,  either. 
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